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of these countries. In Japan the traveler is surprised by the variety of
ways in which fish are served. In addition to the ordinary dishes, he
may be offered raw fish with salt and pepper, or a soup made of the water
in which fish have been boiled. In our own country fish are used chiefly
near the indented coasts of the rugged northeast and northwest, but
form an important element of diet in most parts of the country (A116).
Shallow-water Fisheries. Fisheries fall into two classes according to
whether they are carried on in shallow waters near the coast, or in deeper
waters out in the open sea or on ocean "banks." Many shallow-water
fisheries are concerned with shellfish. Clams, for example, are dug in
large numbers at low tide on the New England and Middle Atlantic
Coasts. The oyster "crop," which may amount to a third of the value of
all the fisheries in the country, is dredged from the bottom in water not
over 100 feet deep. About five sixths of the world's oysters come from
the Atlantic Coast of the United States, especially from Cape Cod to
Cape Hatteras. The lobster, which lives in shallow waters, especially on
the Atlantic Coast from the Delaware River to the St. Lawrence, is so
highly prized that the United States has been obliged to pass stringent
laws to conserve the supply: hence our chief supply now comes from
Canada.

The Government and the Sea Floor. The animals in the shallow
oceanic waters are so valuable and the demand for them so great that the
government has been obliged to help in two respects. First, it is trying
to increase the supply by protecting the eggs and raising young animals
in huge quantities until they are large enough to be set free and shift
for themselves. Second, it is setting aside certain parts of the sea floor for a
sort of private ownership, so that people may care for the eggs or spawn
of the oyster, for example, and see that the young oysters have a chance
to grow. This makes it worth while for a man not only to place old
oyster shells or tree branches in the water to provide lodging places for
the spawn, but also to hatch oysters artificially and place them in beds on
the sea bottom. He knows that the government will protect his right to
harvest the crop that he has planted. It will punish unscrupulous people
who come on a dark night or in a fog to steal the oysters, just as it will
punish the thief in a peach orchard.

Salmon Fisheries. The shallow-water fisheries are concerned not only
with animals such as oysters and lobsters that spend their lives in one
locality at the bottom of the sea, but with genuine fish such as the shad,
sardine, herring, and salmon. These fish travel long distances in great
shoals to reach their feeding grounds, or to find safe places where they
may lay their eggs and the little fish may grow up. By some strange
instinct the adult salmon go back to the stream where they were hatched